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the release of Mr. Parnell on parole. To this he has briefly
replied, and has now to add that the public, even in Ireland, where
at first there was great excitement, now appears to comprehend
that the Act is entirely without political significance.
The Irish Government had found it proper and expedient in the
case of other suspects to grant a furlough so to call it of this nature,
and it was judged impossible to exclude Mr. Parnell from the
benefit of similar treatment. It does not appear that any other
course was open ; and yet the incident has not been without a
certain degree of inconvenience.
853  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HAWARDEN. April 14. 1882.
. . . Remembering, on a former occasion, Your Majesty's
sentiments of displeasure concerning Monte Carlo, Mr. Gladstone
read without surprise, but not on that account with the less
pleasure, of the recent miscarriage of the overture ventured from
that quarter. . . .
854                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. April 20. 1882.
. . . The state of Ireland becomes worse & worse. Lord
Cowper gives a most deplorable ace* of it. & Ld Kenmare is
threatened on all sides & can hardly keep his House in London.
What further steps is Mr. Gladstone going to take ? . . .
855  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
April 20.1882.
. . . Mr. Gladstone humbly feels with Your Majesty that when
an individual, such as Maclean, has probably been sane in respect
to the particular act for which he is tried, an acquittal on the
ground of insanity is not a satisfactory form under which to attain
the end of at least disabling him from further mischief by the total
loss of his personal liberty. He hopes indeed that all who under-
stand that this forfeiture is really a forfeiture for life may perceive
the gravity of the consequences following the act. Ignorant of
the law, he does not venture an opinion whether the form of
proceeding in these cases might not be amended so as to avoid
any possible mischief which might arise from the use of the phrase